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Hello San Jose ASHRAE Members – 
 

I hope you are having a wonderful summer. We are looking forward to the start of a new ASHRAE 

year and the programs and events that will bring. 

We will be meeting in the same location as before, at the Delta Hotels (Santa Clara Silicon Valley). 

Looking forward to seeing you there! Especially for some time at the bar beforehand. 

Second, let’s welcome our new officers and chairs to the ASHRAE 2022 – 2023 year!  A round of 

applause to all those below who will be leading our chapter: 
 

President-Elect Benito Ferreyra 

Treasurer Jacob Saxinger 

Secretary Chalini Ekanayake 

BOG #1 Hush Tahir 

BOG #2 Nathan Preece 

CTTC Chair Derek Leverenz 

GAC Chair Catherine Wood 

MP Chair Orlando Perez 

SA Chair Chalini Ekanayake 

RP Chair Hush Tahir 

YEA Chair Jake Saxinger 

Bocce Ball Chair Austin Hochstetler 

Communications Chair Nate Preece 

Diversity in ASHRAE Chair Elise Kiland 

Historian Orlando Perez 

Honors and Awards Joe Chin 
 

If you’re interested in volunteering for a committee, reach out to the committee chairs above. We 

would be happy to bring you onto the team! 

Finally, we have several events planned in Fall – our annual September Social and a new Top Golf 

RP Night! 

Our annual September Social will take place on Thursday September 14th. Our President-Elect, 

Benito Ferreyra, has planned a wonderful cocktail reception and dinner at Testarossa Winery in 

Los Gatos to bring our members together once more. We have several sponsorship opportunities – 

see the flyer on our event page for more information! 

Our new Top Golf RP Night will take place in November. Our Research Promotion (RP) Chair, Hush 

Tahir, has planned an exciting night filled with Top Golf. We have several sponsorship 

opportunities, including opportunities to sponsor students – stay tuned for more information! 

I’m looking forward to the year ahead. For now, here’s hoping for a relaxing rest of the summer. 
 

Wishing You the Best, 
 

Austin Hochstetler 

2023-2024 Chapter President 
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Please consider membership advancement! Why should a member advance from 

Associate to Full Member status? 

 

• Local Chapter Recognition 

• Service Society, Chapter, or Regional Committees 

• Qualify for ASHRAE Fellow & other Society Awards 
 

To become a Full Member, complete the three steps below. 
 

1: Check if you qualify. 2: Update your online ASHRAE 

profile. 

3: Notify/Email ASHRAE 

See the next page on attaining 

Full Membership 

Go to www.ASHRAE.org. Select 

“My ASHRAE” and Select 

“Review/Update Profile” 

Email membership@ashrae.org. 

Let them know you have an 

updated bio and wish to be 

considered for a grade 

advancement. 

 

  

Have all (3) qualifications below? 

Apply for advancement! 

Engineering Degree (4+ years) 

PE License 

Work Experience (3+ years) 

 

San Jose would like to welcome 
the following members: 

 

 Andy Chang 

 Mr. Donald A Snell 

 Dr. Deepak Upadhyaya 

 Mr. Rodrigo H Reyes 

 Ms. Guo Zhou 

 Mr. Michael Anderson 

 Mr. Matthew R Hajny 

 Mr. John M Hatfield 

 Mr. Kent Penning 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the 

next meeting! 

ORLANDO 
PEREZ 
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What is Research Promotion? 

The RP Campaign is an annual fundraising campaign benefiting the funding of 

numerous ASHRAE Programs.  These programs include:  

ASHRAE Research, ASHRAE Scholarships for undergraduate students, ASHRAE 

Learning Institute (ALI) development of new courses & materials, Graduate 

Research Projects (Grants-in-Aid), Young Engineers in ASHRAE (YEA) Leadership 

Training, Permanently endowed support to all of the above programs. 

The RP Campaign is overseen by the RP Committee, a standing ASHRAE 

Committee.  The Committee is made up of 14 Regional Vice Chairs (RVC), 1 

Consultant (past RVC), 3 Vice Chairs (past Consultant), and Chair (past Vice Chair).   

Staff support includes a 3-member team based at ASHRAE Headquarters.  

The RP Campaign raises over $2.2 million a year from over 6,000 donors.  These 

donors are made up of ASHRAE Members, industry associations, and industry 

organizations.  

If you are interested in volunteering with RP, 

please reach out to Hush at 

Hush.Tahir@us.belimo.com 

HUSH TAHIR 
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Advance your career and open new doors by earning an 

ASHRAE Certification  

https://www.ashrae.org/professional-development/ashrae-

certification  

What is CTTC? 

The Chapter Technology Transfer Committee (CTTC) provides efficient and 

effective transfer of current and relevant information throughout the HVAC&R 

industry to and from the Chapters. CTTC develops and maintains high quality 

and readily available tools to enable Chapters to offer information and 

attractive industry-related information and programs to all segments within 

the HVAC&R industry 

Welcome Derek, our new CTTC Chair! If you are 

interested in volunteering with CTTC, please 

reach out to Derek at d.leverenz@syserco.com 

DEREK 
LEVERENZ 



Stay informed on the latest
news. Subscribe to ASHRAE's
Government Affairs Update! 

This bi-weekly publication
features information on
government affairs-related
activities of interest to ASHRAE
members and others interested
in the built environment.

Subscribe below:

https://www.ashrae.org/about/go
vernment-affairs/government-
affairs-updates

Information

What is GAC?

ASHRAE 
Government Affairs

If you're interested in
volunteering for the Government
Affairs Committee, reach out to
our GAC Chair and Co-Chair!

The Government Affairs
Committee (GAC) is responsible
for organizing ASHRAE members
to educate local, state, provincial,
and national government bodies
and officials in areas of interest
to ASHRAE members, and to
promote effective cooperation
between ASHRAE members and
government. 

Americans Underestimate the Benefits of Heat
Pumps and Electric Appliances
 
A Washington Post poll shows that a majority of
Americans are not able to correctly gauge what
climate change mitigation measures yield the best
results. Importantly, a majority of survey respondents
did not indicate that they thought using a heat pump
or transitioning to electric instead of gas appliances
would meaningfully reduce their carbon footprint,
with 58% and 65% of respondents saying that these
mitigation measures would have a little or no impact
at all. This highlights the need for ASHRAE to continue
to lead on advocacy and education on the subject of
sustainable building practices and building
decarbonization as greenhouse gas emission
mitigation strategies. You can read an analysis of the
survey and see the full results here. To learn more
about how to get involved with ASHRAE’s advocacy
efforts, please contact GovAffairs@ashrae.org.

ASHRAE Expert Speaks at Webinar on Healthy
Schools
 
On August 23, Dr. Bill Bahnfleth, Chair of the ASHRAE
Standard 241 Project Committee, spoke on a webinar
hosted by the Efficient and Healthy Schools Program
to discuss ASHRAE’s newly published Standard 241,
Control of Infectious Aerosols, which establishes
minimum requirements for outdoor air ventilation
system and air cleaning system design, installation,
commissioning, operation and maintenance. On the
webinar, Dr. Bahnfleth explained how the standard
can help schools be better prepared to reduce
airborne infection risks, including those that result in
the flu and Covid-19. Bahnfleth also noted that Dr.
Ashish Jha, the former White House Covid Response
Coordinator, commended ASHRAE on its work in
developing this standard.
 
The webinar also included a presentation by Kenneth
Mead, Chief of the Engineering and Physical Hazards
Branch at NIOSH, who described the CDC
recommendations for improving indoor air quality
through filtration, air disinfection and air flow. More
information and resources about creating healthy and
energy-efficient schools can be found here.

ASHRAE Announcements Local Announcements
California City Officials Send Letter to Governor
Requesting Statewide All-Electric Building
Standards

On September 7, 26 local government officials in
California, including mayors and city council
members from major cities such as Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Sacramento, and San Jose, sent a
letter to Governor Gavin Newsom requesting that
he encourage the adoption of a zero-emission
building standard statewide. The letter references
the federal court decision in April that overturned
the city of Berkeley’s building electrification
ordinance and the challenges that it has created for
local governments in the state, especially those that
have already adopted a similar requirement. These
local officials believe that only a statewide standard
will prevent localities from having to backtrack on
their existing commitments, and refer to the
California Air Resources Board’s Scoping Plan,
issued last year, which specifically mentions an
opportunity for the state to move forward with zero-
emission building standards for new construction
as part of the California Green Building Standards
Code (CALGreen.) The letter also states that
California has fallen behind in its leadership on
building decarbonization, with New York becoming
the first state to ban natural gas hookups in new
buildings in May. The letter can be found here.

California Becomes First State to Require
Reduction of Embodied Carbon in Building Code
 
In August, California became the first state in the
U.S. to include in its building code requirements for
the reduction of embodied carbon emissions in
design and construction. These requirements will
apply to commercial buildings and schools.
Embodied carbon refers to greenhouse gas
emissions from building materials over the entire
life cycle, including manufacturing, transportation,
installation, maintenance, and disposal. The code
changes will limit embodied carbon in building
materials for the construction, remodel, or adaptive
reuse of commercial buildings over 100,000 square
feet, and school buildings over 50,000 square feet.
Emissions from buildings currently account for
approximately 40% of California’s greenhouse gas
emissions. These new code changes will become
effective starting July 1, 2024.

www.ashrae.org

GAC - Government Affairs Committee

Government Affairs  |  www.ashrae.org/about/government-affairs

Catherine Wood
GAC Chair
2023 - 24

Catherine_Wood@
mail.ashrae.org

Vanessa O'Connor
GAC Co-Chair
2023 - 24

VLasseson@western
allied.com

https://www.ashrae.org/about/government-affairs/government-affairs-updates
http://send.ashrae.org/link.cfm?r=gFv-noe244TujwwtKtNDpg~~&pe=aGxcveuuSFVnL-5jkp7RZPjjDLCq_GNiLbJmp2wfc12yHOqVld6aQ2uZN0A5iocatQaSfWhk8p8SXhDh2hZ4wg~~&t=INSERT_TRACKING_ENCID
mailto:GovAffairs@ashrae.org
http://send.ashrae.org/link.cfm?r=gFv-noe244TujwwtKtNDpg~~&pe=Y4Dx2nrid2xqM2JT7fimrgfZtIcz0gmkI9Y7WUBXOXkCZfXIGxzb_6X1O_p8Kna0vDRUWoZDpz_21-RaWkJu2A~~&t=INSERT_TRACKING_ENCID
http://send.ashrae.org/link.cfm?r=gFv-noe244TujwwtKtNDpg~~&pe=zUf9uJZ6tUzWbZ5fUetgnQSVfFs_DsD6zazPe5fiAqJIYORGGnbPt2RvudnpJeNyC39CQuBchZVD825n13oYnA~~&t=INSERT_TRACKING_ENCID
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Interested in Outreach? ASHRAE can provided tools to help! 

• ASHRAE and HVAC & R related presentations for high school and 

university students 

• Hands-on STEM activities for K-8 students 

• ACE Mentorship volunteering with High School students 

o See next page for more information! 

 

 

CHALINI 
EKANAYAKE 

 

San Jose would like to welcome 
the following student members: 

 

 Rebecca Grekin 
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CHALINI 
EKANAYAKE 
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